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SUCCESSFUL HIKE ON JAN, 19

Blessed with mild, hazy weather in the mid thirties, and superb co=operation
from press and radio, the Jamary hike was favoured with a fine turn-out of
50 men, women and children, The assemblage of scme 27 cars at the inter-
section of Highways 4Ol armd 10 resulted in a public-spirited citizen phoning
the Highways Dept. to report a "terrible accident!" Otherwise the hike
went very smoothly, lasting from 11:00 to 3:00, and covering some five miles
between the 6th amd 11th lines, north of Georgetown. A few cars had been
stationed at the end of the walk so it was umnecessary to retrace the trail.
It has been suggested that on future hikes with such a large turnout, a trail
leader will be assigned to every five or six cars. Each group would operate
indeperdently and thus reduce confusion and waiting time at assembly points.

*
NEXT HIKES

As our next issue will be dated May, there will be no further advice to
members regarding the next two organized hikes, so please make a note of
these dates: Sunday, February 23 and Sunday, Farch 22, Both hikes will
meet at the north turn-off at the intersection of Highways 401 and 25 (Inter-
change No,39 — see map attached). Please NOTE that it is Highway 25, and
NOT No.1l0 for these two outings.

.

NEW MAPS

With titis issue of ¥FOOTNOTES you will find two new maps of the Toromto
Bruce Trail Club territory from Kelso to Terra Cotta. Of particular interest
(apart from the fact that these new maps can be made out!) are the Reference
Points indicated by the capital letters — A,B,C,D, etc, These will be used
in the future to indicate meeting points and hiking areas, so plsase keep
them in a safe place where you can get at them easily.

+*
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A Trons-Canada imking feail hos for ong
been the wision of many ouldoor enthu-
st TL remang sometiing of an ideal, an
objecive o help unile the nalion as did the
rinrordd o ceatury ago and the highway in
woie recent vears,

Gepouadly  and  jmpereephiny, however,
tiere s amerging on the map of Conada a4
series of lines which, with a liitle co-oraina-
tion in loni-terin planning, could material-
ize inlo & foot traii spanning—as a beghuming
—bie five Western provineces.

Groups  wilmn  tnese provinces ore en-
gaged in independent  trail-building  pro-
grams. At present there is no leng-term

cbjective of establishing a Canadian hiking |

trail sysfom.

[t is time to set about such planning and
the groups already engaged upon programs
form a sireng nucleus to be augmented by
countless other groups and individuals.

Tre trail for Western Canada is submitted
a3s a sound and realistic approach to estab-
lish a green belf across the more nopulated
areas of Capada, a backbone to extend
eventually through Quebee and the Mari-
umes and from which side trails will grow.

Setting the pace for such a venture is the
457 mile Bruee Trail of Ontavio, a well-es-
tzhlished and cminently successtui trail
which points the way norihward and west-
ward fromn the international boundary al Ni-
agara. It invites extension lo Manitoulin Is-
jand and into a sccond trail system for
Oniirio encompassing the rugged scepery
of the Lake Superior shoreline and the vest
wilderness of the northern lakeland. The
ourist appeal alone is sulficient to justifly
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Laindd
afl Park, thas
group last vear took the Inillalive as a pio-
ject for Maniwba’s centenary.

surcliy puss through ihe
sponned by Whiteshell Provi
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Saskatchewan residents for some yeurs
have cnvisaged a reocreaiionst trail along
the pleasaat valley of the GuApuelie River
which fits admirably into the cusi-west con-
cept, Last vear inferest was arcused in the
formation of a group o promole ana de-
velop the scheme.

Bere in Aberiz three long-distunce tro
programs are in existence. The Waskahe-
gan Trail Association is engaged in eslab-
lishment of a 140-mile cireuiar route around
- Kdmonton, The Chinouk Trail Association
envisages a circalar route through, and 1o
the south of, Calgary wiln uliimate extes-
sion across the province along the Bow
River valley. Construction has commenced
in the city aud also along the river on the
Blackioot Indian reserve 50 miles eastward
in ihe Prairies.

Ia the mountain national parks, vressure
is strong for the recognition of a route
straddling the Continental Divide from Wui-
erton o Jasner. Plans are well advanced
for the proposed Greal Divice Trail.

From Jasper and the Yelowhoend DPass
the way leads into British Columbia and @
superd and chalienging oopportunity s af-
forded e folow e Mroser River on is
monumental journey from Mount Robson,
king of the Canadian Rockies, to the Pacific
Qcean. The initial miles of the Centennial
Trail of Briiish Columbia, opened in 1937,
include much of the lower Fraser Valley
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Vancouver™ Laight oxtend 000 natos.

Magnitude sione 18 not Uie ehjecive
suaiy o wall will oserve  cownticss
Canses,

Gl
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rimary, owil hein o wane the fovees
in deiense ol ihie nuuro! e coun-
sorvationisis, e ant-palubonsis and the
nature-tovers. L will surve o poetegt slaces
of scenic and historie valie. Threat of suuil-
ation {0 vne pact witt bring o usiicd voice of
protest from across the land.

It will become a living myasenin of naturnl
titstory, a haven for the student of bolany,
the birdwatchor, the rockhaund. There wiil
be room for the horserider, the aipinist, the
spowshoer, the camper and, o places,
canoce routes will accompany the trail.

It will provide imumense recreational
value ab a time when more leisure time be-
comes available o Canedians, It will en-
courage love of the open air and promote
the simple exercise of waiking for pleasure,
a recreation open to young and old.

The challenge of eclening 2 naw line
across the face of Canada awaits, The task
of co-ordinating present effonis to serve tae
long-term view snould be put in hand.

Federal assistunce has ioen ofered to-
ward a proporly prepared pian and wiay he
available to ald finoneially w {he convening
of a co-ordinniing meeting,

The support o individuals and orpanivu-
lions is invited. Correspondence siwuid be
dirccted (o The Chinook Trail Association,
Box 6623, Station D, Calgary 2, Alberia,

L. D. Campbell
Calgary
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The new national dream

Talk of building a hiking trail right across Canada might sound ab-

BY DAVID THOMPSON

Some people might take a look
at a vision held dear by L.D. Camp-
bell of Calgary and accuse him of
being an impossible dreamer.

Fortunately, many others have
also caught a glimpse of that vision
and want to help make it tangible
and real. To them, it has become a
quest.

Campbell is president of The Na-
tional Trail Association of Canada
and since 1971, he has been work-
ing toward the creation of a hiking
trail from our Atlantic coast to the
Pacific Ocean.

“It has been said that Canada

A breaks all the rules of conventional

nationhood,” Campbell said in an
interview It exists contrary to the
rules <: racial structure and
geographical design. It encom-
passes a northerly quadrant of the
globe, yet the mass of population
lives along a narrow belt tight

~. surd, but so were dreams of a national railroad and highway, and
) we've accomplished them.

aéainst its southern extremities.

“A century ago, the thin line of
steel of the railroad bound the peo-
ple together and heralded subse-
quent lines of trade and com-
munication. Now it may be time
for "another line, trodden right
across the country, where people

of all ages and backgrounds will

meet and greet in the friendly at-
mosphere of leisure and recrea-
tion.”

Quite a dream, isn't it? Among
the groups sharing it are the Boy
Scouts of Canada, the Girl Guides
of Canada, the Canadian Nature
Federation, the Canadian Hostel
Association, the National and Pro-
vincial Parks Association of
Canada and many others. And
though group representation is
good, the association is now trying
to attract more individuals as
members.

Let's backtrack a bit. It was in
1968 that the first serious proposal
was made to link the western prov-
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PER PERSON. PER NIGHT (FOUR IN A ROOM)

Beerhurst
I

PO Box 1850,
Huntsville POA 1KOQ
(416) 964-3925 (705) 789-5543

CANOEING FISHING HUNTING

THE NATIONALTRAIL
Youcanhelp

The first general meeting of The National Hiking Trail
Association was held in February 1978, and four officers were
selected from Edmonton and four from Calgary.

“These officers were drawn from the same region only for the
practical reasons of meeting and, even at 320 kilometres
distance, we have our problems. The position of president has
perhaps fallen to me because of my involvement from the start,”
Campbell explained.

Membership extends to a representative of a provincial coun-
cil, or, where no council exists, to an elected representative from
provincial trail clubs. In effect, full membership is aimed
ultimately at one member from each province or territory: a
very small group designed to work towards the co-ordination of
trail systems within and across the provinces.

Associate membership is available to groups or individuals
wishing to identify with the scheme at an annual subscription of
$5.00. Such membership carries no right to vote or to hold
office. '

For further information, write to:

THUNDERBIRD CAMPS

mame

Big water, challenging rapids, small intimate
lakes & superb scenery is what you will find on
one of our organized canoe trips. We offer trips
down the magnificent Churchill River right out
of our base camp, or you can fly in for a trip
down the Wapiskau and Reindeer Rivers. First
class canoe trips in a remote wilderness
setting with plenty of time t0 enjoy every
aspect of your trip is what we strive for,

For good fast fishing with a chance for trophy
size Northerns, Walleye and trout, fly in to one
of our outcamps. Each camp is ideally situated
on a small isolated lake chosen for its beauty
and charm as well as its great fishing.

Thundetbird base camp is—cabins, boats,
motors, guides, freezing faciiities and a generai
store.

THUNDERBIRD CAMPS

Pelican Narrows

Saskatchewan, Canada S0P 0EQ
Phone: (306) 632-2011
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THE NATIONAL TRAIL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA,
Box 6623, Station “D”, Calgary, Alberta. T2P 2E4.

inces and Ontario with a string of
hiking trails. Later, interest was ex-
pressed by groups in the Atlantic
provinces, and the idea of a national
trail started to gel.

After the association was formed
in 1971 (made up of 10 national
organizations and a few individuals),
it was incorporated as a national
society in 1977.

“The structure of the organization
is to build on provincial bases,
developing trail clubs to form prov-
incial trail councils,” Campbell ex-
plained. “Only one province — On-
tario — has such an organization,
the remainder having trail clubs
which have yet to form councils. It is
our aim to encourage and develop
this kind of structure so that,
ultimately, full membership will
allow one member from each prov-
ince.”

Campbell continued, saying that
over the past decade, in all his cor-
respondence and personal en-
counters with outdoor groups across
Canada, ”. . there has been no op-
position to the scheme and support
has come from a broad range of in-
terests. With the right approach, it
should be possible to harness this
massive support, not only to

organize and build the trail, but to
gain wide public support which will
win constructive assistance at gov-
ernment leve|”

There lies the rub.

In these tough economic times,
government support is difficult to
win, no matter how worthy the
cause, unless enough voters demon-
strate to their federal representative
that they consider a particular pro-

_ject’ important. That’s one of the

reasons The National Trail Associa-

tion of Canada wants to attract .

more individual members.

It needs funds to set up the
organization across the country and
government support “...is sought
for relatively nominal sums;” he said.
“Such support is also sought from
private and business sectors. Again,
it is the volunteer support from
groups across the country which will
allow the association to achieve its
objectives, and it is primarily the in-
itial establishing of regional groups
which will involve expense.

“Since 1971, the federal Depart-
ment of Health and Welfare took an
interest, and we have endeavored to
obtain funds for a national meeting,
to no avail,” Campbell complained,
adding the greatest disappointment

Outdoor Canada Mar/Apr 80



n 1977 from the federal

ary of State Department. The

iation was unable to get finan-

help for a feasibility study aim-

at setting up regional organiza-

ons. He said it was most discourag-

ng when considered that .. .per-

haps no single scheme will aid so

significantly in the fields of national

physical fitness, provisions for

recreational facilities, tourism,

employment, resource development
and preservation of our heritage.”

However, he said, provincial
governments, particularly in On-
tario, Alberta and British Columbia,
have shown an interest in recent
years in trail-system development.

Existing trail systems in each prov-
ince would play key roles in the na-
tional trail. Where possible, they
would be incorporated as part of i,
and that decision would be left up to
the association’s provincial
representatives.

For that reason, the association’s
proposed route is a broad line sub-
ject to change. Three of the main
criteria the national trail must meet,
though, are its passing near urban
centres for maximum usage, passing

through areas where urbanization or
commercialism threatens and
paralleling major highways for ease
of access.

‘“We want each province to deter-
mine the route which will serve its
best interest. For instance, in British
Columbia, a trail paralleling the
Fraser River might be described as
historical, as the river is identified
with the exploration, growth and col-

orful history of the province,” Camp-
bell explained. “In Alberta, the route
from the alpine meadows of the
Yellowhead Pass, down through the
majestic mountain scenery to follow
the Bow River through the foothills
and over the prairie to the unique
Cyprus Hills is clearly a trail to
display the contrasting landscapes
of the province”

He pointed out that the associa-
tion doesn’t really expect trail
maintenance to be a problem,
especially in the urban areas where
use will take care of it. However, in
areas far removed from population
centres, and particularly where
climate promotes rapid and heavy
undergrowth, the trail will have to
be cleared annually.

“Maintenance will be carried out
by regional and local groups and will
involve minimal costs”” Campbell
assured. “Here and there, foot-
bridges or stepping-stones might be
required, and wooden stiles to cross
fences will abound, but construction
and maintenance costs on a per-
kilometre basis will be small”

As mentioned, existing trails will
be used wherever they serve the

I GO WITH
THE
BELIEVER!"

Dick Rose — World Famous Musky Guide, Record

Holder and Author of the “Musky Manual.”

DRIFTER TACKLE CO.

23030 INDUSTRIAL DR. E.
ST. CLAIR SHORES, MICH. 438080

“WHEN I GO FOR THE BIG ONES,

v THE BELIEVER
again the #1 lure in the
Michigan-Ontario

Musky Club — with 12

For our free full color brochure
at of the top 15 muskies.

contact our Canadian representatives:
GRAYCOMBE ASSOC. LTD.

.. 21 ¢ .neglen Dr.
Etobicoke, Ont. M3C2V6
Phone (416) 626-3786

THE BELIEVER
is available in 4, 6, 7,
and 8 inch sizes;
straight or jointed in
28 beautiful colors.

+ GEORGE MASSU and
THE BELIEVER won the
1979 Muskies Inc.
Release Division
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ral east-west concept of the na-

@l trail and as long as they are

nsidered suitable by the associa-
.on’s provincial representatives.

The National Trail Association
would act as the intermediary be-
tween landowners and the public,
but that will be subject to any ar-
rangement already made with local
trail groups.

“Fund raising for purchasing some
sections will need to be organized
by the association, but for the most
part, the venture rests upon the
volunteer efforts of those who wish
to identify themselves with the
scheme and the recognition by prop-
erty owners of the immense value to
the country that granting permission
to cross their land will give”

Private property. Campbell is the
first to admit it is bound to be the
biggest problem. He knows there is
always the fear of irresponsible and
destructive people damaging a land-
owner’s property, but he feels a well-
defined trail across it will . . tend to
channel people so they do not stray,
and trail-users are of a more respon-
sible nature than the vandal out to
wreak damage”

If that argument fails to convince
enough people to allow the national
trail to cross their lands, he has
another one which might have more

_ appeal. “It should be remembered

that the lands bordering the national
trail will be enhanced in value due
to its prominence and scenic values.
A movement might arise to donate
land to the trail, and many land-
owners are likely to be public-
spirited enough to invite the trail
over their property’”

As with any other trail, the
strength of the national hiking trail
will be its continuity and stability.
Campbell hopes it will become so
well-known and appreciated that
“any threat to its existence will pro-
voke reaction across the country”

Interest in the scheme has come
from all quarters of the country, he
said enthusiastically, with, of course,
the greatest response coming from
highly populated areas.

“Once it can be seen that this
scheme is attainable by organizing
on regional bases and co-ordinating
plans between the provinces, public
interest is likely to gain momentum.”
He cited Ontario’s Bruce Trail which

he recalled came into being “in spite
of some of the most difficult
challenges”

Not only does Campbell believe it
will be possible to hike the entire
trail, he’s sure some Canadians will
do it. To help them, he said, over-
night shelters or hostels will likely
follow construction of the trail. But
its main purpose will be to draw peo-
ple of all ages into the outdoors. It’s
possible the trail will broaden into
parkland, allowing for a variety of
routes, loops and side trails.

Finally, Campbell considers a na-
tional trail to be a natural develop-
ment, growing in appeal along with
the growing interest in outdoor ac-
tivities such as cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing and hiking.

“A completion date can only be
judged from the triggering of public

“support with appropriate financing

for establishing provincial and
regional groups of trail clubs he
said. Asked to try a projection, he
did. “1f the original thought of 20
years holds good, we are looking at
another 10 to 12 years. There is cer-
tainly no timetable, though. The
sooner, the better” °

It’s what’s
up front
that

counts

years our
Diamond

Spinners and

Dual Prop K \
Spinners have been making
Canadian Angler's bait and
lures more attractive.

Several fish-killing shapes
and sizes. Available

where you buy your lures.
Write for our free catalog.

Bead Chain Tackle Co,
36 Mountain Grove St.
Bridgeport, Ct. 06605

NATURE CANADA

Nature Canada

Your window on
the wildlife world

A colourful, readable
magazine that puts you in
touch with the natural world
around you

Become a member of the
Canadian Nature Federation
and receive our quarterly
publication, Nature Canada

for free brochure write;

Canadian Nature Federation
Suite 203, 75 Albert Street
Ottawa, Canada K1P 6G1

GREAT NEW
NATURAL FINISHES!

ROOSTER TAIL®

v

Six beautiful natural finishes add
a whole new dimension to Rooster
Tail fishing. Golden Hopper. Craw-
dad, Bumblebee, Green Caddis,
Biue Aldedly and Green Stonefly
Rooster Tails look like the natural
food found in most lakes, ponds,
rivers and streams. These new
natural finish Rooster Tails are super
on trout, bass, walleye, perch,
crappie and many other gamefish.
Tie one on today and start fishing
naturally with Rooster Tails.

FOR CATALOG SEND 25¢ TO DEPT 1WO

YAKIMA DAIT COMPANY
P.O. BOX 310 GRANGER, WA 98932
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THE NATIONAL TRAIL
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Wiritten by Curtis Schafer
Parks Department, City of Medicine Hat
August, 1991

Kind assistance of
Summer Employment Experience Development (S.E.E.D.)

REFERENCES:
Information from the Waskahegan Trail Association
Bruce Trail Handbook
Report by Ms. Poyin Auyoung
Our experiences with the National Trail Association
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REGIONAL MAP NO. 1

BRITISH COLUMBIA
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REGIONAL MAP NO. 2

ALBERTA /BRITISH COLUMBIA

- 260 ot 45 b ek
et
T - []
- L— - -
X o
}. A wa 1 .
‘t* o -.,'- - 4 > CANADA e <
—m——— ! b % \
! T d (Sat AIES \pnar ¢
y oo e A il ey - e
Y — SEN .
p: 2 ki 1, e

wemem=—me— Other trail systems in Alberta
MBI The National Trail




REGIONAL MAP NO.3

SASKATCHEWAN




REGIONAL MAP NO. 4

MANITOBA




REGIONAL MAP NO. 5

NORTHWEST ONTARIO
(VOYAGEUR TRAIL)
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REGIONAL MAP NO. 6

NORTH CENTRAL ONTARIO
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REGIONAL MAP NO.7

SOUTHEASTERN ONTARIO
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REGIONAL MAP NO. 8

QUEBEC
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- REGIONAL MAP NO.9

- NEW BRUNSWICK /NOVA SCOTIA
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APPENDIX 3

LETTERS OF ENDORSEMENT
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On behalf of the Government of Canada, I am
delighted to extend my warmest greetings and sincere best -
wishes to the members of the National Trail Association of
Canada on the occasion of the launching of the trans-Canada
recreational trail corridor.

Fred Bodsworth, a Canadian author, once wrote, "It
is no coincidence that our national emblem is not a rising
sun, a star, a hammer, a sickle, or a dragon, but a beaver
and maple leaf. Nor is it coincidence that there are more
paintings of wilderness lakes, spruce bogs, and pine trees
on more Canadian living room walls than in any other nation
on earth. We may scoff, we may deny, but the wilderness
mystique is still a strong element of the Canadian ethos."

This recreational trail will help bring the wonder
and beauty of the wilderness into hearts and minds of
Canadians, reminding us of our heritage and cautioning us
that we are merely occupants of this world, charged with
its preservation and enhancement.

May I wish each of you continued success in this

project, as well as gogd health and happiness,.

OTTAWA
1987
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Board of Directors
Sentier National Trail
14 March 1999

Dear Directors,

The Federation of Mountain Clubs was given the duty of coordinating the Sentier
National Trail at our AGM in June of 1997. Here is an update.

Owr first action was to evaluate the reality of a southern route through B. C. as first

proposed. After an extensive survey of maps and talks with the SNT consultants,
we came to the conclusion that a southern route was not viable for the following

reasons.

+

Much of southeastern B. C. has been logged since the onginal
proposal in the late 1960's. The FMCBC views hiking on logging
roads not only unsafe, but anything but esthetic. Hiking on logging
roads is the only viable and economical way to make a hiking trail
through the southeastern portion of B. C. Our members view this as
unacceptable as hiking on logging roads is just the same as hiking on
a multiple-use trail (something the Trans Canada Trail 1s already
Proposing).

There is lirtle chance of passing through the Okanagan valley except
hiking on roads. Again, not acceptable for reasons stated. One of
our members biked on the Kettle Valley Trail this past summer. She
stated that there was a paucity of water such that if she had not been
on a bicycle she would not have been able to reach water in a day on
foot. This trail is suitable for bicyclists. (zr/

Much gf Prairies dm'” /7%yn* dinking JWJ%J}? g

Once Cathedral Provincial Park is reached, there s a possibility to
hike in this park un designated hiking, non-mechanized trails, But
the trail from Cathedral Provincial Park to Manning Provincial Park
has fallen in disrepair. — K i vy 7.

From Manning Park west, the proposal was to hike on the
Centennial Trail. Vice-President Chris Mills tried this a few years
ago only to find out that most of the Centennial Trail has fallen into
disrepair, paved over for roads, or blocked by gates on the banks of
the dykes. What tvpe of quality expertence would this offer hikers?
The FMCBC finds this unacceptable.
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5. Even if the Centennial Trail still existed (it has been removed in the
hiking guide 103 Hikes of Southwestern British Columbia because it
no longer exits), it would be prohibitively costly to cross the North
Shore Mountains in the Mission, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody area.
Housing developments have pushed far to the north since the
original proposal. Huge lakes also offer an insurmountable bartier.

6. It would be blatantly dishonest te push a proposed hiking trail that is
geographically impossible and prohibitively costly. The only honest
thing to do 1s to support a route that is still feasible.

Qur second action was to find such a route. We believe we have found that route
which would be truly a hiking trail and still feasible to accomplish because the
area is still undeveloped and unlogged The route would start at Banff and
proceed north to Mount Robson using existing trails. It would proceed around the
north side of Mt. Robson and then head west to Tete Jaune Cache. From there, a
trail needs to be developed until we reach the start of the Alexander Mackensie
trail at Quesnel. I received a message from Dave King of the Caledonia Ramblers
Just last week that the Alexander Mackenzie Trail Society has given its approval to
being part of the Sentier National Trail. Dave King has been meeting with many
government agencies and has received positive responses from them. To view our
proposal, please check vur website at www misuntainclubs be ca. Our proposal,
therefore, uses existing trail two-thirds across B €

The FMCBC believes that if the Sentier Nattonal Trail keeps joining forces with
the Trans Canada Trail, then there 15 ng nged for two national routes. The only
reason for two national routes to exist is if they exast for different purposes: one
hiking and one multiple-purpose  Our Board of Directors and Delegates to our
1998 AGM endorsed the northern route. It was unaniincus in opinion that there
existed no realistic southern route. The majonty of our ¢lubs are from the south
and not a single club endorsed a southern route We must be honest to the public
if we expect the public to support a serions “*king route through B C. Hiking on
roads is not hiking' The FMCBC was led . believe that it was up to the party
representing the SNT i B C to determine the best route through B. C. | hope we
weren't misled

Sincerely,

Pcd b\awwum

Pat Hammison :

President

Federation of Mountain Clubs of B. C.
47 West Broadway

Vancouver, BC. V6X 1AS
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Manitoba Report to Hike Canada En Marche — 2006

I can report a bit of progress this past year. The very first presentation on
the National Hiking Trail was made to a group in May. A power point
presentation with a brief history of the trail and Manitoba’s first link, The
Centennial Trail, was given and photos of parts of the East Coast Trail
and The Bruce Trail and potential sections in Manitoba were shown. One
of the trail builders, Barry Cornish, was present and was introduced. He
gave a short talk on his trail, The Silver bend Trail, near Miniota. The
audience of hikers was very receptive to the concept and many signed up
to help with further development. We agreed to hold a meeting in late
fall.

The three sections of trail that are now in use in Manitoba: The Silver
Bend Trail near the Saskatchewan border, The Rae Trail in central
Manitoba and the Centennial Trail in eastern Manitoba are all being
maintained and extended. Barry Cornish lives in Miniota and has a
network of volunteers all committed to the historic Silver bend Trail.
Cindy Bell worked with Vern “Skink” Dutton on the Centennial Trail
and with the help of Scouts, Guides and Venture groups continues to
maintain and extend this trail in the Whiteshell Provincial Park. The
Prairie Pathfinders Hiking Club members are maintaining the Rae Trail
in a Wildlife Management Area. This is, in total, only about 35 km of
trail. There is however, another section along the Assiniboine that is
being considered. The Bittersweet Trail was developed by X-C skiers
many years ago and is now maintained for both hiking and skiing. Two
very active hikers and naturalists own some of the property it runs
through. This section would add another 6 kms.

Obviously, we need to form a Manitoba national hiking trail organization
to keep our efforts coordinated. When Vince DeJong visited Winnipeg
this spring he called on me and we talked about his organization, the
Waskahegan Trail Association, its history and constitution and I think it
might be our best model.

Kathleen Leathers



